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Day 9   #22

Summary
1. Random statements by several men about

• General abuse that caused many to flee Eritrea
• Lack of security & safety in Eritrea; good security and treatment at the camps
• How so many here have lost family members to the regime
• Bitter incrimination of the Eritrean regime
• Afar people having never been refugees before despite presence in 3

countries
2. Interest and hope in returning to a safe and secure Eritrea

Video Segment Translation

Day 9, #22 Segment <5 Males at Afar Region>
↓    ↓ 1:30—1:45 First of all, I want to thank you for visiting us and asking us about

our lives and experience.

1:45—2:01 We did not leave our country just to live in another country.  We
left because of abuse, mistreatment and suffering.

2:01—2:07 Please translate what I’m saying bit by bit…
2:45—2:50 I’ve been living here for 5 years.

3:13—3:35 Here we are secure, we feel safe, we sleep well, eat good.  There is
no imprisoning you, and there is no abuse and mistreatment.

4:37—5:00 We left because our country was a good country but our
community and our sons struggled to gain liberty…

5:00—5:21
…and independence.  Then after it came, this regime had no

mercy, killed people that were in jail and put them into holes and
killed them by choked them [so there would be no evidence of

murder].
5:21—5:25 Those still alive left the country.



5:00—5:21 mercy, killed people that were in jail and put them into holes and
killed them by choked them [so there would be no evidence of

murder].
5:21—5:25 Those still alive left the country.

6:28—6:45
Nobody comes here together – no mother with her son, no father

with his son, no husband with his wife.  We left in the night
without shoes.

7:10—7:24 It is not only us who left the country – there are 9 ethnic groups
and [members of] all have left for different places.

7:24—7:41 All of the groups are suffering, but we are the first Afars to have
ever left [anywhere] as refugees.

8:00—8:10 When we first came here, we were 70 people.
8:19—8:22 Right now, we are 8,000.
8:28—8:31 We didn’t come all together.

8:35—8:49 Many people had their sons die back home. Many wives died back
home.  The parents of many have died back home.

9:10—9:20 The Afar have never been refugees. They have always fought
however they could, using any kind of weapon.

9:30—9:34 We choose to be refugees.
9:41—9:46 We choose to be refugees because we love our country.

10:00—10:06 We were very happy when Eritrea became independent.
10:19—10:26 When the Eritrean government got set up, we started to hate it.

10:38—10:48
The pre-independence Derg [Ethiopian] government was

destroying us and the survivors are being destroyed by the Eritrean
government.

11:05—11:21 If this government collapses, and we get liberty, we would prefer
to go back home instead of going to America or Europe.

11:22—11:25 If the regime collapses…

11:27—11:39 …we Eritrean people would love to go back home if this regime
that is killing us, goes down.

11:54—11:59 We prefer a better life in our country than in another country.

12:02—12:21 We Eritreans are 9 ethnic groups – there is no group that has not
fled.  Those who are left behind are in the cemetery.

12:36—12:46 The only survivors come here. No one is in good shape here
because family members have died or been killed.

12:46—12:53 People who have escaped death live here.

13:01—13:10 We left because the human rights advocates can learn about us and
help us.

13:15—13:37
We did that because there are American, Russian and  European

human rights activists who can be informed about our situation and
they will not allow us to be killed like that.

13:51—14:00 Up till now we are killed and some of us conclude that there is no
human rights help.

14:05—14:11 People conclude that because many times [human rights people]
visit us…

14:19—14:33
Everyone wants to live to an old age.  If this situation continues

like this, we don’t want to stay here forever.  We would like to be
sent to some other country.

14:33—14:42 If there is a solution we would like best to go back home.

15:08—15:20 We are asking ourselves, is Isaisas governing all the world? …
because nobody is stopping the killing.

15:20—15:34 Why can’t anybody stop Isaisas? We are not lying. He killed
people everywhere.  

He doesn’t kill people with a knife… he puts them in jail and the



15:20—15:34 Why can’t anybody stop Isaisas? We are not lying. He killed
people everywhere.  

15:34—15:48
He doesn’t kill people with a knife… he puts them in jail and the
family has no knowledge if they are alive or dead.  Most of them

die in prison without anyone knowing it.
16:18—16:24 Most of the women who live in the refugee camp are widows.

16:41—16:56 I’m finished talking, and I want to thank you for listening to us. I’ll
let others speak.

17:04—17:09 Man camera right starts:  I would like to add that we came here in
different ways.

17:16—17:20 As Yousef said, we did not come together.
17:26—17:32 When they leave, some don’t inform their mother or their father.
17:46—17:51 We traveled for 4 nights.
17:55—17:59 We had no water, no food, no shoes.
18:01—18:07 We did that to save our lives.
18:10—18:15 Otherwise we’d end up in a grave, or something else would

happen.

18:22—18:28 Before we came to Ethiopia, we knew nothing about it because of
his [Isaisas’] politics.

18:47—18:52 We didn’t know if it is a country where people would be killed or
not.

19:01—19:07 Ever since we came here, we are treated very well.  It is much
better than what we left.

19:19—19:27 We sleep very well.

19:44—19:51 Ethiopia says to us, stay here, sleep and eat well.  We are more
relaxed now.

20:00—20:05 There is nothing more that I can say about the regime [everyone
knows what is going on]

20:09—20:17 The people who were knowledgeable and could resolve problems
are now dead and buried.

20:19—20:30 The people who are politically brainwashed will say if you go to
Ethiopia you will get a disease like AIDES and things like that.

20:42—20:50 So many people believe the propaganda and stay back – it isn’t by
choice.

20:55—20:59 Our parents are living back home.

21:11—21:17 Because of this propaganda, our parents prefer to stay back home
instead of coming here.

21:21—21:29 The propaganda blinds them and they stay back there.

21:32—21:42 We are aware that our elders have guns on their shoulders – it is
heavy for them

21:45—21:49 And they are put into military service.

21:57—22:04 Parents were told that if we fled from school, they would be fined
up to 50,000 nakfa [3,300 USD].

22:29—22:36 We are 3 brothers who left, and we learned that our parents have
been fined 150,000 nakfa [10,000 USD].

22:45—22:55 Since that day none of us have lived together.
23:08—23:15 After everyone left, people are dying but none are being born.
23:25—23:30 I would like to go back home but not in this situation.
23:35—23:46 If you get the chance to go to other countries, we would like that.

23:52—24:03 If I compare other countries, I would prefer to go to Eritrea if it
were peaceful.

24:03—24:13 If Eritrea becomes peaceful, I won’t need to go to other countries.
24:23—24:31 We are very sad about our situation in Eritrea.

I prefer to stop talking here, about the situation in Eritrea. I would



24:03—24:13 If Eritrea becomes peaceful, I won’t need to go to other countries.
24:23—24:31 We are very sad about our situation in Eritrea.

24:31—24:40 I prefer to stop talking here, about the situation in Eritrea. I would
like to thank you.

24:45—24:59 I would like to say we are here because of lack of security [in
Eritrea].

25:03—25:16 Eritrean government killed our parents, our brothers – we left
everything behind, and fled.

25:27—25:34 They also killed our cousins. We took nothing with us.
25:37—25:47 We left our sons behind, our home behind, and we fled.
25:50—25:56 We were not able to flee during daytime, and did it at night.

26:04—26:15 I was in the military for 4 years – I fled when I heard that they had
killed my father and my brother.

26:48—26:54 I was in the military service for 4 years and 6 months.

26:57—27:11 We were in the military camps as soldiers at the border with Sudan.
 When they sent me back home to see my family, I fled.

27:21—27:34 When I went back to Dankalia [Afar region in Eritrea], I crossed
the border and went to a town called Bure [in Ethiopia]…

27:46—27:53 …and turned myself in, and the authorities sent me here.
28:04—28:17 Now we are here – we get food, we live with security.

28:26—28:34 The Eritrean government killed many people. All the people you
see here have family members who have been killed.

28:49—28:57 There are some people here whose parents are in prison [in
Eritrea].

29:02—29:07 There are also parents here whose children are in prison there.
29:14—29:22 Many of them were wealthy. Many were rich.

29:34—29:46 Many were rich, many were poor, but the main reason they are
here is lack of security.

29:52—30:01 I am here 3 months and live in security.  Thanks be to God.


