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Day 6, #21 Segment <Panel at Adi Harush Camp>
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19:18—19:29
Well, let me start with myself. I was a freedom fighter before
independence. Like everyone who fought for independence Eritrea, I
had my share. Because it was a matter of country and freedom.

19:29—19:38 After Independence, a conflict started very soon with neighboring
countries: We went to war with Sudan, Yemen and Djibouti.

19:38—20:06

I would have to see the cause of those wars – reasoning out was
possible to solve the dispute by mutual understanding and talk.
Those wars produced nothing good. They were unnecessary. At last
we went to war again with Ethiopia because we were told our
country is under attack.

20:06—20:28

At the end, the war was over and our service to the nation was with
endless military service, just languishing in all remote places, that
wasn’t necessary. First, once the dispute was settled, we were
supposed to resume our life. However, with no chance to improve
your life at the trenches, it wasn’t healthy for the nation.

20:28—21:00

Second, we have family responsibility and we must take care of our
family that is dependent upon us. We got 450 Nakfa per month and it
is not enough with the life expenses we have. Not enough to rent a
decent place, you can’t have the very basic things given the demand
and price of the market. Therefore, we couldn’t afford to take care
our family. This is a direct result of the war and its destruction.  

21:00—21:14
After all, we Eritreans due to the mismanagement of the government
were forced to scatter to where we can survive and our legs lead us.

21:14—21:36

For example, if I am the eldest brother who went to fight for
independence and proved worthy of my lost time during the war
time, then I can be taken care of by my siblings who got the chance
to go to school. But in Eritrea that is not the case. All the siblings are
also in military service, and no one is at home to help our elder
parents. As Eritreans we are losing the family support tradition.
They are not getting education, too. We are, all of us, condemned to



to go to school. But in Eritrea that is not the case. All the siblings are
also in military service, and no one is at home to help our elder
parents. As Eritreans we are losing the family support tradition.

21:36—22:06

They are not getting education, too. We are, all of us, condemned to
poverty and deprived of our rights. As a new nation and less
developed country, we are supposed to live with our neighbors
peacefully for our own sake. War is not the solution. War is
destruction. We don’t have to live on wars, instead of supporting
each other.

23:11—23:39

Before I escaped there was a decision to possibly eliminate me due
to the secrecy of my assignment. I was at the Shemrar– Pagina area
where the government planted a few coffee plants to cover the
Hashish [marijoowana] they were planting. I opposed the idea
totally, because I was the lead commander of the soldiers who
worked there. This triggered my escape before security got to me.

23:39—23:51 This situation forced me to escape as quickly as I could to save my
skin. I was determined to risk my escape by any means necessary.

Solomon,
please
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which words
are said by
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interpreter

23:51—24:25

(The interpreter was saying that the interviewer is answering at
length beyond the scope of the questioning and offered him to repeat
the question. He repeated the question: if he had problems crossing
the border?  The interviewer wanted to explain that the danger was
before the border crossing. He wanted to connect with the initial
cause of his life being in danger.) I was called by my superiors and
given warnings to follow orders. They told me that if I don’t do what
I was told to do, there is a price to pay. I knew what it meant and I
immediately left to save my life.

24:49—25:21

If they learn that I am here… I believe that I have protection from
the Ethiopian security apparatus. But I don’t live under constant
personal guard. Any agents of the government of Eritrea can send
back the information [about me], which is possible. I serve here as
chairman of this refugees camp. Given what we do here and other
opposing action, they might send their people, you never know.

26:03—26:27

Like the previous person explained, I too was a soldier. I was
relieved (mobilized) to live like a civilian for a while, before the
border conflict with Ethiopia broke out. I went to defend the country
like any Eritrean during the war. I was there for 13 years in the
military due to the no-war-no-peace policy. There was no
improvement at all for taking care of your family.

26:27—26:38
It was getting worse. Once a year, if you are lucky, you get to visit
your family. You can’t support your family with the salary they pay
you.

26:38—27:24 I have two kids which I couldn’t support as a father. At the end I
came here with them to live in peace.

27:24—27:37
We are surviving here. I have been here 3 years and 3 months. We
are taken care of by the Ethiopian government and the other parties
that help.

28:29—28:48
However, since we are refugees and have nothing to do in the camps,
our patience is running low. It is frustrating to sit without work,
where you could support yourself and family.

28:48—29:05
Your question is if we know some ne who traveled to other parts? In
that case we all have the same story, we are Eritreans. I myself came
from Egypt.

29:05—29:15
I went to Sudan because I didn’t have internal peace, when you don’t
have basic human rights in your own country, you are forced to leave
the country you love.

29:15—29:28
From Sudan to Egypt. I am not talking about just myself. There are
plenty of my kind and I am speaking for all. We are scattered all
over.

31:10—31:30 I left Eritrea because I couldn’t practice my religion freely. I am a
Protestant… as Protestant you can’t worship [legally] in Eritrea.
I was sent to prison because of my religious beliefs. Soon after they



 31:10—31:30 I left Eritrea because I couldn’t practice my religion freely. I am a
Protestant… as Protestant you can’t worship [legally] in Eritrea.

  
31:30—31:45

I was sent to prison because of my religious beliefs. Soon after they
questioned my husband about his religious beliefs… he was at the
time in the military service.  

 31:45—31:58 Due to the situation under the military rule, he had to denounce his
religion, or be jailed. He chose to escape to Sudan. After 5 days’ stay
at Shagareb refugee camp, he left for Israel through Egypt.

 32:25—32:43 After that I was in and out of prison and couldn’t manage to survive
alone safely, due to the ongoing harassment.

  
32:52—33:17

Therefore, after a year of a life of hardship, I left for Sudan to join
my husband in Israel. I was captured and jailed by Egyptian
authorities. During that time the Ethiopian government agreed to
take us, those willing to go to Ethiopia through refugee
arrangements.

  
33:17—33:28

First, I didn’t know the how big the numbers of Eritrean refugees
were, that come here, because I am from the central part. However, I
agreed to come here when the Ethiopian Embassy offered it to us.  

  
 

34:16—34:42

The Ethiopian Embassy cooperated in locating my husband in Israel.
Therefore, I came here over three years ago with my two daughters
and son to a safer place, than being held in Egypt’s jail. Yes, we
faced a lot of hardship during the trip to Egypt. First of all, because
the journey is illegal and the people [smugglers] overload the truck.

  
34:42—34:58

We are a human cargo for them. Nobody cared to look back even if
somebody fell from the speeding truck. They don’t give you water. I
had three of my kids with me. It was so terrible.

 35:40—35:58 Therefore, the trip was very bad from Sudan to our first exchange
place inside Egypt. It took us 3 days’ journey without water.

   

  
 

35:58—36:22

There, we were met by two rebels, one with agun and the other with
a stick. They loaded us onto the small truck and covered us with a
tent. We were 16 in total, 3 of us female. I and my two daughters. It
was bad for females to travel like that and be exposed to abuse.

 36:22—36:32 Again we weren’t getting water to drink. Everyone was suffering
until the sun went down and cooled the air.

 36:32—36:47 The two young Egyptian fellows, who were transporting us were
hammering me with question. They were mean and cruel in nature.

  
36:47—37:01

On the fifth day of the journey we arrived at small place were the
rebels lined us up to frisk us and take our belonging before allowing
us to get into the house. I was the only grown woman and I stayed in
the back of the line.

  
38:10—38:39

Finally, my older daughter was let in, but my youngest cried and
refused to be separated from me. They stripped me one by one from
top to my underwear at gunpoint to my throat. They grabbed my
breast tightly and squeezed my nipples to supposedly get any hidden
money or jewelry.

  
38:39—39:00

At the end, my daughter was scared and broke out crying loudly, and
I fainted and fell to the ground. This is nothing comparing with the
other crimes commuted against Eritreans.

  
39:00—39:24

After all the ordeal we went through, on the six day at an early
morning hour, we stared to move. However, it was late to cross the
border and the regular police arrested us. Then they threw us into
jail.

  
39:24—39:40

About the question he posed to us: if we know some people who
were victims or who left here? – The answer is yes, we do know
them all, who drown in the sea and who suffered at the hands of the
traffickers. We get all the bad news here. It comes back to us.

  
39:40—39:57

The other question he asked was whether we get enough help here? –
Again the answer is yes, as the budget of the Ethiopian government
permits. To say it is enough, no. Because Ethiopia has its limitations



traffickers. We get all the bad news here. It comes back to us.

39:40—39:57

The other question he asked was whether we get enough help here? –
Again the answer is yes, as the budget of the Ethiopian government
permits. To say it is enough, no. Because Ethiopia has its limitations
and also suffers from poverty herself.

41:23—41:46

Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries, too. But they are doing a lot
of sharing from the meager resources to help us. We appreciate them
a lot for supporting us at this dark hour of our history. They are
allowing some Eritreans to study.

42:15—42:34

I wish they could do more and send most of the refugee population to
school. That way they are doing a big favor to maintain our
continuity as a nation in the future and for our survival. But it is not
possible to do it all alone.

42:34—42:57

The main problem is that we have to be realistic that Ethiopia cannot
take care of all the problems, no matter what. There are a lot of
shortages around here that frustrate people into leaving the camps.  

42:57—43:11

The long idle life without doing anything here and the lack of job
opportunity for other means… People have a lot of responsibilities
beyond themselves, such as supporting their family who were left
behind. 16 Kg of wheat that we receive is only enough to support us
to stay alive.

43:34—44:03

But, the burning issue is their loved ones left without help. This
burning issue of supporting family is the driving factor for people to
leave from here to look to other risky options, to find other
supporting means for their family.

44:03—44:17
Therefore, people leave here chasing the illusion of getting to
somewhere safer and to better opportunities to work and be
productive.

44:47—45:03
If there are a few who can go to their family members in other cities
or towns and strive to improve their situation, it doesn’t mean the
majority of the refugees have the same chance.

45:03—45:27

They also can’t survive outside the camps with the meager supply
that they receive here. The problem is deeper and needs to be looked
for a better solution. Most people here are with kids and families or
who left behind a family with a dire need of help. I am not talking
for myself as Kebrom. I am talking here about the majority that I
represent.

45:27—45:40

As people we need to catch up with a lot of things, such as: going to
school, learning modern technology and growing together as
communities if we went to survive as a nation. We have a country
that is waiting for us to be built, not destroyed like the current
government is doing in Eritrea. But sitting idle is not one of the
solutions.

Audio Stops
at 46:06

45:40—46:06

Therefore, the International community has to look upon us as part
of the global community and help us as much as possible to build a
healthy nation. We know better the value of freedom and democracy
than those wolves who forced us to leave our country. But we will
not be better at building a nation if we don’t have good moral values
and a better education, which are vital for progress.

Scott
restored the
audio. This
section is
choppy and
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have to look
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at the
translation.

A very long segment
at 5+ minutes
46:06—51:21

We are just asking for a good helping hand so that we can improve
our lives and our country by creating better opportunities with the
help of the international community. Being stagnant and demoralized
persons is only a burden to others. We want only an opportunity to be
given to change our lives. Our pain and suffering is mostly from the
suffering of our loved ones left behind, and of our nation.
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51:34—52:10

In my opinion, it is not the first-aid given the first arrivals that is the
problem. When someone comes bleeding you have to give the
support. Believe me that the youth are going to keep coming as long
as the system is in power, or until no one is left to leave. As a person
I would like to go back to live in my own beloved country that the
rule of law and democracy governs. If that is not possible then I
would like to go where I can work and live free until the day comes
that a democratic Eritrea is established.

  
52:10—52:26

Like I said before, aid for the new arrivals needs to be continued.
But, for those who we were here longer than 3 years we need some
other solution. Continuing the same way isn’t an option.

  
 
 
 
 

52:26—52:58

Additionally on this point, let us ask who is coming here? – The
young and the productive part of the society. They are the future
hope of the country and who pass the torch of progress to the next
generation, and come with mothers and children that join them. Why
are the young people coming here? – Because they can’t study
peacefully and can’t concentrate at school with the government acts
of destruction. They come and do national service. You can’t work in
the field of your study. Every door of progress is closed on them.
Where is the world today in modernization? And where do Eritreans
find themselves?  

Woman
continues

 
53:05—53:12

The young generations have the will to learn and to work first of all,
not have an idle life in the trenches. In Eritrea you can’t manage your
life even though you are gifted by God.

  
 

53:32—53:53

You have the will, talent, motives and the desire for progress like
others. But, your rights do not exist. You have no freedom to live.
Therefore, the young and able people are not to sit around and wait
for their demise for no good reason. They leave to another country in
hopes of building their life for a better future, if they don’t get things
improved in their own country.

  
53:53—54:06

They come here to Ethiopia, because we are the same people in
color, in culture, in religion and have common traditions. That is why
Ethiopia gave us refugee and doing what they can do to help.  

  
 
 

54:31—54:49

In short, Ethiopia did the most to shelter us and keep us alive. But
the international community failed us by ignoring us as human
beings and as part of their world as Eritreans. Some of us have been
here wasting our lives up to 3+ years, when the international
community is well aware the situation in Eritrea. We are only housed
here, while our productive life is wasted. People get older, not
younger!

  
 
 

54:49—55:10

People leave here because they want to die on their way to another
destination. But, they leave due to the prolonged time here, doing
nothing, frustrating them. The heavy burden and responsibility they
carry to support their family and themselves is the one thing that
pushes them to take the risk. Therefore, If the international
community lends us a hand to be productive, then people will have
hope to live for.

  
 
 
 
 

55:46—56:13

Now, the Ethiopians understood our core problems and are
supporting us, but the world community is the one that doesn’t share
the responsibility to relieve our misery as people by doing the right
thing. We are calling again and again on the international community
to take its duty seriously. We are part of their community, too. Until a
democratic Eritrea emerges, we need their help as anyone in need.
Our plea is to the world, HELP!. The world is well aware what is
going on in Sinai. Young Eritreans considered as high value animals
for their body parts. Never before has happened to Eritreans, such
gruesome acts of evil and in such magnitude. But, where is the
humanity of the International communities, to stop it?



for their body parts. Never before has happened to Eritreans, such
gruesome acts of evil and in such magnitude. But, where is the
humanity of the International communities, to stop it?

  
 
 

56:40—57:17

(The interpreter said: Please make it short – I can’t remember the
long answers. The Interviewer requested him to say something brief
about his background and finally he was allowed to continue.) I am a
political refugee to begin with. After several impressments,
punishment and intimidation with warnings, I had enough of it when
I learned again that they were to jail me. I took the truck that was in
my possession and immediately drove to Amhajer, a border town
near Hamdait.  

 57:17—57:33 I left the truck there and crossed to Sudan. It took me one day to
separate from the city I love, Asmara, and Eritrea due to the
undemocratic regime. I reached Shagareb refugee camp in a day.
Within 2 hours of being there, I continued on to Sinai.

  
57:54—58:10

Before we entered the Egypt territory we met by other rebels, a fight
broke between the ones who brought us up to the border. After we
lost one of our person we  surrendered under a gun point.

  
 

58:10—58:26

They kept us on the ground, flat on the stomach, for 3 days without
giving us anything, no food or water. After that they took us as
prisoners in Sinai and chained us there for 6 months. The placed is
called Gauntanomay. We were a total of 300 prisoners. And in
groups of 10 prisoners each was attached to another’s feet by a chain.

  
 

58:26—58:54

During that terrible imprisonment, they tortured us. They melted
plastics on our body and hit us on our feet and legs quite frequently.
There were some females among us and they were subjected to rape,
whenever the captors wanted to satisfy their need for pleasure.

  
58:54—59:08

There was one particular lady by the name of Hellen who was
suffering from the cruel acts of her prisoners. They pressed her
stomach with their feet and she lost so much blood uncontrollably
during her monthly period.

  
59:50—1:00:02

Finally, she fainted and become anemic and so weak. To restore her
energy, they brought Iron [tablets] and gave it to us to administer to
her, so that she would recover… because her ransom hadn’t been
collected yet.

 
 

  

 00:13—00:24 The place where we were kept was a torture camp in the desert for
just one reason, to collect the $10,000 ransom from each victim.

  
00:34—01:11

At last they let us go, those who paid in full and those who paid less
than all. However, we were let go to survive on our own merit and
luck without a guide to help. Therefore, we ended up again, being
arrested by the regular Egyptian police.

  
01:48—02:23

For a very long six month period, we were jailed together, with over
60 people in a small room, about 4 by 4 meters. We ate there, we
used it also as toilet and bathed there on bare ground. No mattresses
nor cover sheets to sleep.

  
 

02:57—03:37

At last the Ethiopian Embassy negotiated to give us refugee status
and for us to pay $400 each for a processing fee. We carried those
wounded and sick until we reached Bole Airport in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. From there they were taken to a private hospital and stayed
there for a month. The Ethiopian government paid all the medical
bills, around 38,000 Ethiopian Birr [$2200] for each person.

  
 

03:37—03:53

It may surprise you that, most of us arrived in Ethiopia without
shoes, except for a few. Because they took all of our belongings in
Egypt. But, here we got all the services and the basic needs to the
most that the Ethiopian government could afford. They were very
generous to help and we thank them, for all the good deeds they have
shown us.

  
04:43—05:00

But, the international communities gave a deaf ear to our suffering
and Eritrean cause. Therefore, we would like the global community



generous to help and we thank them, for all the good deeds they have
shown us.

04:43—05:00
But, the international communities gave a deaf ear to our suffering
and Eritrean cause. Therefore, we would like the global community
to help us so that our misery ends.

05:09—05:26

We are very frustrated, while waiting for help from other world
communities’ good will to change our situation. The young loose
hope due to the long wait for a real solution and to be able to leave
these camps. Ethiopia did and doing its share, above and beyond.

05:26—06:01

We need the global community to step in to help and save lives that
end in disastrous ways. The inaction of the world as a global
community resulted in so many lives lost in the Sahara desert, in
Libya… and some became food for the fish [in migrant boat disasters
in the Mediterranean]. Those are Eritreans who were bright, well-
educated and capable of making a difference in the world at large…
that the world recently witnessed as they perished.  

06:37—07:15 Empty run
08:35—08:48 Empty run
08:48—09:07 Empty run

09:07—09:29

To make it simple and short to express, my view is that that I am a 50
year old man. At this age I should have retired peacefully. But, when
my life turned darker and darker due to the lawless rule of thugs, I
decided to leave the country with my family, at least to spare their
future. I don’t want misery to happen in their life like it was with
mine. In a hopeless situation, your desire is that your own children
not repeat your hopeless life.

09:29—10:01

I have been here over 3 years, and here and there, a lot of visitors
come to see our situation and go back to where they came from.
However, as they leave this place our situation is forgotten and no
solution nor help follow their visit. Because they are not passing the
real message to the global community or the global community
ignores us as human beings.

10:58—11:21

Therefore, the young people eventually get frustrated and hate the
continuing idle situation. Hence they look to taking the risky path,
knowing that they could face any danger, to either make it or die on
their way chasing hope, rather than sitting here wasting their life.
The young people see no sign of hope here. They were neglected at
home and now feel ignored by the international community.

11:21—11:32

I would like to repeat what the others have stressed. Our Eritrean
youth, children, and parents left Eritrea for well-known political
reason. The government of Eritrea is a ruthless tyrannical regime. At
the same time because the international community is not taking the
right action to help, our people are perishing everywhere like un
worthy.
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