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Day 5   #19

Video Segment Translation

Day 5, #19 Segment <Mai Ayne Camp; Panel Discussion>
NB: Often repeated is the need for international attention  -- to help

those in the camps, to influence change in the Eritrea govt.
 This bears emphasis in the video. The same for acute

frustration and loss of hope—drives people to leave despite the
dangers. Ed.

Speaking
English

02:13—02:58

I would like to do my introduction myself – my name is [Gemal
Mohamed Ali?] and I am a member of the youth association in
education and also I am a social worker working with
unaccompanied minors. The problem of Eritrea is very wide,
especially with those children here—they have come across the
border just because of political crisis…

Speaking
English 02:58—03:34

…especially because in Eritrea there are not any rights and all is in
military force, especially also forced for children. And also you
cannot speak out, many people just because of the political [situation]
cross the border – that is my concern

Speaking
English 04:00—4:32

I know there are over 1,000 children here in this camp. And also those
children were in danger first because when they went across the border
they were shooting guns and killed [some of] them. Most of those
children have been 5 years in this camp.

4:32—4:58 [Inaudible]

Speaking
English 4:58—5:55

For the children it is very bad — they are idle — they don’t know any
love from their families,  The people come to Ethiopia because of
human rights — unknown prison and they are killing them — how
many people, because of the government of Eritrea?

6:13—6:31

Yes , here we are taken care of by the Ethiopians Government.
However, the long stay in the camp is very frustrating without a
solution to our problem. We came here to escape from our



  
 

6:13—6:31

Yes , here we are taken care of by the Ethiopians Government.
However, the long stay in the camp is very frustrating without a
solution to our problem. We came here to escape from our
government’s abusive treatment. We left our country against our will
due to the failure of the governance and the lack of rule of law, which
put our lives in danger.

  
 

6:31—6:52

But for some of us who have been here in the refugees camp over five,
six and some even eight years, life became hard. We have huge burden
to care about our family whom we left behind. They suffer over there
and we here idle, so we need some solution to resolve our problem.
And we need some help to that end. We are here because of political
crisis in our country.

  
 
 

7:23—7:40

Since our problem is with an oppressive regime that does not govern
by rule of law, we left family and children without support [for them].
We need the international community to understand and pay attention
to our crisis. And, to find some way to help us solve the problem.  We
have been stacked here in this temporary  camp for so long . We need
help to achieve a permanent solution with the help of international
community involvement. Life here is stressful.

  
 
 

8:45—9:08

Well, if the ruling party is replaced by a new government which
respects the people’s rights, there is nothing better than living in your
own country. We Eritreans have seen so many foreign rulers in the
past. The Italians, Emperor Haile Selassie and the military junta called
the DERG, but the cruelty of the current ruler of Eritrea is so abusive
and he, Eritrea’s own citizen! Such lawlessness has never been seen or
heard of.

  
9:08—9:18

It is better to be governed by others rather than to perish in your own
country without knowing who your accuser or killer is. In Eritrea there
is no law. As Eritreans we don’t trust each other due to the corrupt
system.

 9:18—9:25 That is why everyone from young age to old, is leaving the country to
save his life.

  
 
 

10:02—10:21

Mai Ayne Camp – It is a place of our last resort as refugees. The
government of Ethiopia and the people gave us refugee and take care
of some of our needs. We appreciate their hospitality. However, sitting
idle here is the worst problem. So much stress is creating a lot of
problems. There are blind people here and old who have no one to
care for them. People leave this camp knowing the danger and the
risk, because the stress and frustrations drive them crazy.

 
 

  

  
 
 
 

10:21—10:51

Without a lasting solution to the problem in our country, the crisis will
continue. The ruling party must be replaced by people who can trust
and serve them, not enslave them. Freedom is to freely decide your
destiny, politically and socially – how to lead life as a society. While
this government is in power things get worse. People know what
happened recently in Libya about the disappearance of 500 Eritreans,
the problems in Sudan and Sanai. But they take the risk of being
butchered by human traffickers or drowning in the Mediterranean Sea.

  
 
 
 

10:51—11:00

The international community has a duty to help us create a democratic
system. We are also part of the global society. We feel that we are
forgotten here. With a peaceful and lawful environment that has a
justice system to protect freedom and respect people’s rights, anyone
will choose to live in their own country with less means than had by
those living richly in another country. Therefore, I would like the
international community to work actively toward solving the
problems. Here people are frustrated and seeking the international
community to help, so people can return to their home and family.

  
 

12:05—12:21

There is one UNCHR agent who is overwhelmed by the peoples’
problems, but there is no solution. There is similar frustration among
all the refugees due to being idle for so long a time. When there is no
solution here, people leave on a dangerous, risky path. To live here 5



12:05—12:21

There is one UNCHR agent who is overwhelmed by the peoples’
problems, but there is no solution. There is similar frustration among
all the refugees due to being idle for so long a time. When there is no
solution here, people leave on a dangerous, risky path. To live here 5
or 6 years in the camp without a solution is too long. We need the
International community to help.

13:17—13:29

One thing that is to be clear is, the UNCHR never gathers us to speak
with them to address our grievances and about our situation. We get
only some necessity services like food, but we need our questions to
be addressed to the proper authority to get some solution.

Speaking
English

14:00—14:50

What I want to say, is the government of Ethiopia is providing good
hospitality — we are not forgetting that. But we are not getting a
durable solution – we have been here 6 years, 8 years. When one
leaves this camp, like to Sudan, youth died at Lampedusa. So why did
those refugees die? Because there’s not enough attention from the
international community…

Speaking
English

14:50—15:33

… one solution might be to give the quota [for] resettlement – we need
our country, we like our country, but because of the bad regime we do
not have peace, we just need now a durable solution for all of the
refugees because they are lost, died, kidnapped in The Sudan – how
many refugees died in Sinai – the kidney and heart are taken…

Speaking
English 15:33— …and also

Speaking
English

16:54—17:41

My name is Habtam, I was a computer [?] I escaped Eritrea 12 years
ago. In 2000, I was a student in the University of Asmara.  After that
when the demonstrations started, I escaped to Sudan. But one thing that
I want to say, because of the government of Ethiopia helps us with the
basic necessities.  But the main solution is, people are immigrating,
escaping from their country; at this time they are dying in Juba, in
Sudan, in Nigeria, also.

Speaking
English

!7:41—18:09

This is what you call losing hope.  If human beings have no hope in the
future, — he can stay [live] for 5 days without food, without water, but
he can’t stay without hope. That means the world also forgets us. I
want to say it because our brothers are kidnapping their kids, taking
internal organs…

Speaking
English

18:09—18:46

As slaves – we are in the 21st Century – you know that — people are
out there – the world is also watching us — we are human beings, we
are the partner of the world — if you are not helping the world, who
can help us?  We know our government is … a dictator – he has no
humanity action. I was listening to BBC for 3 minutes – there are lots
of our brothers who died in Juba [S. Sudan], still now they are ready in
Sudan, in Libya  [to be sent to Eritrea]

Speaking
English

18:46—19:18

In 2002 I was in Malta.  We were deported to Eritrea. I was in prison
for six years. Still till now I have come to Ethiopia. I make [stay] five
years. No one cares about my problem.  Some of my friends died in
Djibouti, some of them go to Libya, some of them find a way and go to
another country.  But if you know the background of the people – they
are what – in crisis for 6, 7, 8, 12 years.

Speaking
English

19:18—20:01

If a human being finds no solution, he may lose hope — he does
inhuman actions – they must try possible things.  You know the
government of Ethiopia, they help us, they put a place 8 KM from us,
they give us, to their capacity,  some education— we never will forget
that. But human beings want freedom of speech, freedom of
movement, freedom of work, —rights – we are human beings, we are
young…

Speaking
English

Especially if you show the youngest, the focus is on the crisis in Eritrea
[unintelligible] because eventually the solution is very low, whether
our country becomes at peace because of pushing of world law –
whether from where we are reaching – that means I can’t find anything.



Speaking
English

 
 
 

20:01—20:53

Especially if you show the youngest, the focus is on the crisis in Eritrea
[unintelligible] because eventually the solution is very low, whether
our country becomes at peace because of pushing of world law –
whether from where we are reaching – that means I can’t find anything.
 If you show any person here – most of the people are suffering
because of psychological [impact] – I know because the government –
the African govt., the Ethiopian govt. helps with what it has, but still
we are not getting something from the world.

Speaking
English

 
20:53—21:10

I am not saying from the govt. of Ethiopia … from the world. Whether
they help fix our country, whether they help where we are.  I want to
thank you.  Thank you.

  
21:32—21:43

All Eritreans here are victims of political crisis at home. Nobody likes
to leave his/her loved ones for such a refugee life. But we are forced to
live by the governments’ actions.

   
  

21:43—21:55

…but when the government makes life hard on you, when a family’s
members become strange to each other, where a husband and wife
don’t live together due to the constant military assignments, children
growing without knowing their parents’ love and care…

  
 

21:55—22:09

…then you are forced to leave your home and family behind to
immigrate to other countries looking for safety and peace. We, as
Eritreans are seeking a permanent solution in our country to live in
peace. Family suffering. It is sad when the nation suffers as a whole.

  
 
 
 

22:09—22:45

You can see it here in this camp for yourself, the age range from very
young to very old, male and female, part of the Eritrean society. They
came here in order to escape from their own government’s oppressive
system. Especially females are suffering doubly due to their natural
disadvantage when they leave their home. On the way to their
destination a lot of things could happen, like pregnancy, giving birth
without adequate care or miscarriage. Worst of all, they can be victims
of rape and abuses. In general, females  face a multiple hardship.

  
 
 
 

22:45—23:14

Of course, first we are victims of our own government who doesn’t
care about its citizens as Eritreans. Second, the world knows all the
suffering and human trafficking business cruelty when our children,
brothers and sisters are killed just to harvest their organs. This cruelty
the world needs to see more, to pay attention to the Eritrean problems .
Everywhere people are perishing in the desert and drowning at sea.
The world also forgot that we are humans, and to be allowed to suffer
is unfair. We need the world community to help and awaken to the
rescue of humanity.

  
23:14—23:24

What is happening to the Eritreans, the world was watching from the
beginning.  A generation of our youth has left without replacement.

  
23:24—23:41

Our Eritrean youth age 26 to 30 years old, is mostly disappearing into
the thin air. Girls without marriage and family or education are sitting
idle. There is no job or hope of the future in this place.

  
23:41—24:24

Life became hopeless for dreaming, without knowing your future
security.  Their productive life is wasting at the hand of the cruel
government, or languishing elsewhere in different refugee camps.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 

I don’t have to explain to you about basic necessities for women. You
know yourself the need. We need your help to pass our grievance to



24:24—24:57

I don’t have to explain to you about basic necessities for women. You
know yourself the need. We need your help to pass our grievance to
whomever will listen and be concerned like you, who came to visit us
over a long distance. We thank you and pray for you guys. However,
we need a permanent solution in our country to live in peace. We are
here like a donkey eating and sleeping, without hope and planning. Of
course, we are alive here and the Ethiopians are doing their part. We
want the International community to do their part. We are also human
beings, we need to get help from all corners to rescue us from this life
of misery. And, you gays, we hope to spread our concern and the need
to other like you who are Human Rights activists.

24:57—25:09

Therefore, we are hoping your government and other international
communities will help us to achieve a permanent solution, so we can
go back to our families and country. Look where the world is right now
in progress, and compare our Eritrean life with the rest of the world.
You are here witnessing the truth. We ask the world to pressure and
intervene for justice and democracy to work in Eritrea, so to end the
miserable life of Eritreans. Thank you.

27:34—28:08

I am one of the child parliament members who lives in a group care
arrangement. However, we don’t live in peace as a group, we are in a
constant state of worry. We have so many problems that we face daily
at such a young age, we who have left our parents and siblings back
home in Eritrea. There are the very young among us who suffer the
most due to being home sick and missing their parents’ love and their
family. They are longing to try to go back home or, because of
frustration here are easily persuaded by others to go to Sudan, Libya
and Egypt where they become victims.

28:08—28:54

There is a real problem with young boys and teenage girls. Some of
them get pregnant unwisely and others get raped or are having an
abusive relationship, because they are so young. In general, we,
children need help in multiple ways here. This is what I want to say.
Thank you.

Arabic 30:10—30:50
Arabic 30:50—31:15
Arabic 31:15—31:48

31:48—32:09

My name is Ousman Abdel Mohamed. I am a journalist by trade. I
worked with the government for 12 long years. I know how the
government works. Instead of developing the country, the ruling party
is working on the opposite, destroying the country. That is how the
dictator behaves.

32:09—32:24

It is destroying the structure of the pillar that holds the country as a
country. You may see Eritrea from outside as beautiful developed
country. But from inside it is another thing. Due to the failure of the
government the country is slowly dying.

We may want
to break this
up, by time-

code.

32:24—32:52

All levels of categories or classes of people are disappearing one by
one. The government is destroying the whole country. Everybody is
leaving the country or is in prison. Of whom is the government finally
to govern?  Only the parrots who repeat and propogate the dictator’s
words. Even if you are quite you go to prison as wished by the
government’s security force. Because you might be brewing in your
head some unknown plan against the government or planning to
escape. Either way you are a suspicious person  who deserves
punishment or needs to be taught how to fear. This is how life is in
Eritrea. A country without a free journalist that can report to the public,
a country in the dark. Then the government uses its own mouthpiece
media that is totally controlled by the system to oppress the people.
The government arrested all journalists who are not in his line. All
thrown in jail where no one knows about their fate. I was lucky to be



a country in the dark. Then the government uses its own mouthpiece
media that is totally controlled by the system to oppress the people.

32:52—33:18

The government arrested all journalists who are not in his line. All
thrown in jail where no one knows about their fate. I was lucky to be
alive and escape to Ethiopia. However, our Eritrean problems must
find a solution with the help of the international communities. We are
as people disappearing while the world watches from a distance. We
need help. Thanks.

35:26—35:42
Speaking
English

37:21—37:59

He [the journalist] knows everything in Eritrea – economics, politics,
lifestyle – he got a chance to come here.  But whether they are alive or
dead, we don’t know.  They live underground.  I know, I was in prison
for 5 years in Dalak – is an Island [in the Red Sea] – without food,
without something, they give bread – for 5 years.  When I came to
Ethiopia, I get life, because I get oxygen freely.

Speaking
English

37:59—38:34

But in that Place, no one gets oxygen freely.  They live under ground.
If you eventually show the message to the world in a film – this is what
our friends are doing in Canada – I know on the Internet – all of our
journalists, our youngest brothers, are dying in prison.  Who can make
like that government – maybe  some [inaudible], he says.

Arabic 38:44—39:03
Arabic 39:03—39:20
Arabic 39:20—39:43

Speaking
English 39:45—40:15

What he said: to watch Eritrea externally it may seem a beautiful
country or a developed country. If you are inside the country, there are
lots of shameful actions.  He says, if a journalist cannot write the
correct thing, how can you know about the government?

In English

40:15—40:52

If you are a journalist and you are not speaking, they jail you because
you are not participating — you must be opposing me or something, or
want to escape.  You must be opposing the government and eventually
the government will jail you.  This is what he said.

41:32—42:07

My name is Haile Abraha. First I would like to thank you for coming
here and your willingness to listen to our problems and to describe our
situation to the international communities at large. Of course so many
reasons can be given as to why we came here. But the main reason is
the situation in our country can be clear to the world. We don’t have
any freedom of speech and expression, there is no freedom of free
movement in our own country, there is no freedom of worship, on top
of these, there is permanent military conscription by the government,
without limit. In general, we don’t have basic human rights.

42:07—42:15The cause of this abuse forces us to leave the country rather than seeing
and witnessing the total destruction of your country.

42:15—42:22

All the youth whom you see here and the rest of the refugee population
are the product of the cruelty of the ruling party in Eritrea. We are
thankful for people like you to come here as human rights activists to
show our dire situation to the world.

42:22—42:43

We didn’t come here because we hate our country, nor because of
starvation. But, life was useless to live there without your basic human
rights protected. Here the Ethiopians are helping us with their means
and capacities. However, it is not adequate to cover all the needs of
the refugees. But the International communities has forgotten us to do
their part.

42:43—42:55

For the young generation to live without vision and hope is a
meaningless waste of life. We are trapped here for so long, instead of
being a productive persons. However, after your visit we hope the
world communities will pay attention to our cause and resolve the
situation.
Before I came here I was in prison for 3 years, simply by a mere



42:43—42:55 being a productive persons. However, after your visit we hope the
world communities will pay attention to our cause and resolve the
situation.

  
 

42:55—43:14

Before I came here I was in prison for 3 years, simply by a mere
accusation that I was thinking or tempted to cross the border.  I may
say, I am happy and lucky to be alive here as a refugee. But living as
refugees has its cost, too. We constantly worry about relatives and
family left behind – who are worse off than we are.

  
 

43:14—43:25

Let me tell you that, at my young age I have seen 12 prison sites where
terrible abuse by torture is conducted by the regime. There are a lot of
people killed or dying in those prisons inside Eritrea. But no one talks
about them. Because of the media outlets, the world only knows of
those killed or who have died outside of Eritrea, in Sanai, Libya; or
have drowned in the sea,.

 
Important

 
43:25—43:44

Compared with the people who are trapped inside Eritrea in a living
hell, we are a lot better off. But thinking about them and the trauma
left inside our mind and soul is a lifetime injury for Eritreans. Our
problem is beyond expressing in words.

  
 

43:44—43:58

We have many prisons in Eritrea – around 357 – while there are fewer
than 350 schools. Maybe you are aware of this because you are a
journalist. In the recent freedoms report of 2013, Eritrea is 2nd to China
who arrested 30 journalists out of 1 billion population, while Eritrea
arrested 28 out of 4 million.  

  
 

43:58—44:10

What is going on inside Eritrea is what is pushing our young
generation to perish everywhere they go, to escape the evil dictator’s
regime. In this modern age, Eritrean life has became less than an
animal’s where they have been sliced and butchered alive for their
organs… so young to die.

  
 

44:10—44:29

It is true that America resettled some Eritreans from Shimelba refugee
camp. We appreciate their help and kind deeds, but it is a small
number compared with the refugees population, here in Ethiopia. We
are suffering badly with so many young people heading to the risky
and dangerous death camps out of frustration, waiting here so long
with an idle life.

  
 
 

44:29—44:51

Like I mentioned the bad treatment of prisoners, which amounts to real
crime, could have been investigated in the first place. I don’t think any
country comes close with the cruelty – they shoot their own people
and torture them. But the world communities are not helping to stop
those violations nor helping to find a permanent solution for the
outflowing of people, immigrating to 3rd countries, which is not a
solution at all for the problem.  

  
 
 

44:51—45:24

We all know this problem can be stopped by applying pressure on the
system by able and capable big nations, to save the human lives that
are wasted everywhere. It is a moral obligation to save innocent
children and other victims of cruelty. The lasting solution is not
immigrating temporarily to other countries, but to demand a
democratic nation to build with the help of others. Here we live a life
that is tasteless, just to be alive.

  
 
 

45:24—45:48

What is puzzling me is our situation as an Eritrean nation and the
international community ignoring the facts and not giving attention to
this huge magnitude of human disaster. It has been known to the world
by different means of media, about what is going on inside Eritrea.
But, it seems so far no one wants to help us. It is not  a solution to
immigrate to another country. What we need is real help to change the
regime and to stop the destruction of our nation.

  
 

45:48—46:05

Finally, I would like to ask you to tell the world about that our fate is
imminent destruction without the international community’s help.
What is going on inside Eritrea is a lot worse than the news they
watch or hear outside Eritrea. We need real help to save a nation from
totally loss. Thanks.

 
 

  



totally loss. Thanks.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

48:31—40:04

First of I am very thankful for your visit and effort to talk to us.
Second, we are not here because we were starving or lack clothes on
our back. But, simply we couldn’t live in peace in our own country.
Parents live separately, children don’t know their father or who their
mother is. If he come to visit and is let in for one reason or another, he
goes to prison. They take money from his meager salary as a fine.
Therefore, life becomes hard even to take care your own family. The
system in Eritrea is designed to destroy the family. Therefore, people
are forced to leave the country or end up in prison for years. The worst
is killed for nothing.

  
 

49:04—49:23

The fact is that when a person couldn’t stand the abuse he’d risk his or
her life to come here. But what is sad is the family who was left
behind, suffering tremendously. They are required to pay mandatory
penalty of 50,000 Nakfa per person. If they couldn’t afford to pay they
would be throw into jail until it is paid and lose all rights of service and
ownership of  property, as young as 7 years old.

  
49:23—49:38

Of course, those of us who escaped here to Ethiopia are taken care of
and are doing fine. But, what is sad is, those who are in Eritrea are
paying heavy price for some one’s freedom.

  
 
 

50:24—50:53

I came here after witnessing so many terrible things myself. For
instance, when a husband got fed up with the system and ran away,
they imprison his wife and demand the $50,000 fine be paid. They
don’t care whether she is fit to be jailed or not. I know a pregnant
woman and an infant child of hers who died in prison. Some pregnant
women lost their babies; and an old man died due to the harsh
treatment and conditions in their captors’ hands.

  
51:17—51:34

Therefore, the system in Eritrea holds hostage its own citizens using its
heavy-handed security apparatus. When the abuse becomes too much
to bear and your life becomes nothing, you take the risk. This is how
our country is run…

  
 
 

51:34—51:59

…but immigrating here or to a 3rd country is not the solution. Because
we don’t want to abandon our families who are suffering. Can you
imagine that when there is no able-bodied person left to bury the dead
ones, because no one is around? A solution is to go back and help those
needing our help. But how we can do it if we are helpless ourselves
and the world is not helping? The global community has to realize that
we are also victims of indifference.

  
 
 

51:59—52:11

Therefore, we want to help our nation if the international community
helps. Our wealth is our country. We can work and build our nation
when only our global community lends us a hand. Finally, please help
us to survive rather than scatter everywhere as refugees or be
destroyed by the evil system. We need the system to be changed in
Eritrea for lasting peace. Thank you again for the opportunity you
have given us.

 
 

  

 
 
 

!!!

 
 
 

55:00—55:23

Most of the things have been said, but since one important question
was posed to us at the beginning: “why did we leave Eritrea?” I will
say that there are not any basic human rights: freedom of speech,
freedom expressing your opinion, freedom of movement, freedom of
going to school, freedom of advancing your life personally and



 
 

!!!

 
 

55:00—55:23
say that there are not any basic human rights: freedom of speech,
freedom expressing your opinion, freedom of movement, freedom of
going to school, freedom of advancing your life personally and
socially, freedom of religion and etc. Everything was taken from us.

  
 

55:23—55:42

As you know Eritrea as a country, is ruled and governed without a
legal constitution. The result is that the government takes [citizens] for
national service as conscripts, open-ended without respecting your
basic rights. The outcome of it is that the youth are given no choice
but to escape from this modern slavery. That is why we chose to risk
our lives and come here.

  
 

55:42—56:00

Of course, we are here, but the life we live is like that of an animal –
without planning for next day or not knowing what will happen to you
the next day. You give an animal food and it eats and sleeps. We are
just like them, we don’t know from where the next meal will come.
Because our life here is limited for jobs, education and even our
movement. We live in an 8 KM restricted zone.

  
 

56:00—56:22

Our life without having a plan or hope for tomorrow -- is what makes
us like animals. Even though there is some limited access to education
here in Ethiopia, it is not enough with the number who get the chance
to participate. The majority of residents are not getting it.

  
56:22—56:59

We are young, and like any other young people we have the same
desires and wish. To go to school, to get married and build your life,
have children to take care of, and to accomplish some of your goals. In
this place all the above can’t exist.  

  
 

56:59—57:30

Of course, the place where we were supposed to do those things, to
reach our dreams, was in our country. But there is no freedom there,
and here too most of us don’t have the chance.  That is why we look to
the 3rd countries, to help us accomplish some of our dreams. People
without hope and dreams just become like animals in the way they live.

  
 
 

57:30—57:50

We were first victimized by our own government by being denied any
basic human rights, which forced us to flee the country. Second and
even worse is the International community at large, forgetting and
abandoning us as human beings. They didn’t pay any attention to the
suffering of Eritreans inside and outside the country. I have been here
for 5 years and I can say that very few people have left this camp. The
rest are languishing here.

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 

59:12—59:43

When people go to address their problems with the UNCHR office,
maybe you will get a chance [to be heard] after 3 months. And no
positive solution will come out to satisfy you. Therefore, people lose
hope and get frustrated, which leads them to more problems. The
problem is enormous here, but the likelihood of a solution is slim –
almost none. Then people take a risky alternate path to Sudan and
elsewhere, because the international community grossly failed us and
ignored our problems.

  
 
 

59:43—00:08

Again it has all been said, but I wish to add is this: Ethiopia received
us with open arms, acknowledging our Eritrean problems. The
Ethiopian position is clear by stating that they have problems with the
ruling party in Eritrea, but not with the people of Eritrea as neighbors.
I am also delighted to express my gratitude for giving me a place safer
than my own country. However, the problems we have here in this
camp as refugees are great. After all, we are human beings and we
deserve to live like that.

  
 

00:08—00:28

…therefore,  the issues need to be addressed properly. We need more
UNCHR officers to tackle the immediate ones. We need to talk with
the higher administrators of UNCHR to resolve the main issues. It is



00:08—00:28

…therefore,  the issues need to be addressed properly. We need more
UNCHR officers to tackle the immediate ones. We need to talk with
the higher administrators of UNCHR to resolve the main issues. It is
important that they pay attention to us as humans who want to live
normally.

00:28—00:53

Here in this camp there are so many young children, teenagers, old and
sick people. Here people are building a new society by having new-
born children. Children are asking about their identity and so many
other questions. A 12 year old girl who arrived 6 years ago, is now 18
and is confused about life: where to establish herself, in the camp as a
refugee or is there is a better place where can she live normally. How
can a parent answer? –That you are a refugee is such a hard thought to
install in a person’s mind. It is a hopeless future and a thought of
feeling useless, like their parents. ..

00:53—01:20

…therefore, we need the international community to give us hope.
Especially for those children without parents, and the needy ones. The
adults are looking to work, to learn, to be productive as far as we are
alive and capable of it. But, if everything is closed to us, then we and
the children are hopeless without a future. We are just asking to be
taken seriously about our fate, and to understand it like any
humanitarian request.

01:20—01:53

If the international community continues to ignore the destruction of
Eritrea, the result will be that the dictatorial system in Eritrea will get
even more aggressive and evil. We as Eritreans become hopeless,
being robbed of culture and tradition. We lose our pride of identity
that was connecting us with our past and our ancestors’ nation.

01:53—02:39 …therefore, we need our cry to be heard and with your help, the world
to listen and find a permanent solution to the Eritrean crisis.
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