
Day 4   #13

Summary
1. Loom operator flees Eritrea for Sudan after being jailed & fined because of friend’s

disappearance
2. In Sudan she is held for ransom by Rashaida; sold to a man as his wife; sent to

Shagareb Camp
3. Mistreated and raped in Sudan; compromised by Sudanese authorities; missed

chance for Canada
4. Three men abducted her and abused her for months.  Dr Algonish got help and

medical treatment
5. Was sent to a refugee camp in Ethiopia where she now works, reunited with her

children

Video Segment Translation

Day 4, #13 Segment <Female at ?; Obscure the Face>
↓    ↓ 1:29:27—1:29:33 Basically, in Eritrea, I was married and then divorced with 3

children

1:29:34—1:29:46
After the divorce, I was working as a loom operator for the

Eritrean Women Nat. Association [EWNA]; for reasons I don’t
know, I was jailed because my colleague disappeared.

1:29:47—1:29:50 I was in jail for two weeks and then was bailed out
1:29:50—1:29:54 Two weeks after that, they came back and jailed me again
1:29:55—1:29:59 I was in jail for three months; and then immediately fled to

Sudan
1:29:60—1:29:07 As soon as I reached Sudan, the Rashaida held me for a month

1:31:12—1:31:21 It is better to be out of Eritrea than to be jailed there for unknown
reasons.

1:31:21—1:31:28 If a father is going to spank someone in the family, just the one,
not everyone –

1:31:28—1:31:35 There is no one to turn to, no one to answer your questions
1:31:35—1:31:39 Since nobody is going to answer my questions, better to leave

1:32:46—1:32:59
I was jailed for two weeks, then upon release they said I would

be back whenever they wanted me to, and after 10 days they
jailed me again, for 3 months.

1:33:16—1:33:24 Finally they asked my parents to bring someone who could bail
me out for 80,000 nakfa.

1:33:24—1:33:29 After that I left my kids and my Mom and fled to the Sudan



 1:33:16—1:33:24 Finally they asked my parents to bring someone who could bail
me out for 80,000 nakfa.

 1:33:24—1:33:29 After that I left my kids and my Mom and fled to the Sudan
 1:33:41—1:33:45 As soon as I got to Sudan, I was caught by the Rashaida and kept

for a month
 1:33:45—1:33:59 After a month the Rashaida were paid a ransom of $2500 for me
 1:33:59—1:34:07 And then I was released.
 1:34:27—1:34:35 After I got to Kassala [in Sudan], I asked and they called a

certain Eritrean lady for me.
 1:34:35—1:34:40 And then after 3 days, that lady sold me to a man as his wife.
 1:34:40—1:34:53 I stayed with this man for 7 months, then I asked him to take me

to an old friend who happened to be in Khartoum
 1:34:53--1:35:04 I escaped from Khartoum and got back to Kassala and got shelter

in a church.
 1:35:35—1:35:46 I was taken to Shagareb Refugee Camp, and was diagnosed with

an infection in my womb.
 1:36:02—1:36:09 I was getting some medical treatment for about a month.
 1:36:09—1:36:18 The people there were keeping me in a safe place…
 1:36:18—1:36:31 An Egyptian man was threatening me.
 1:36:52—1:37:04 [repeating] I was released by the Rashaida after the ransom was

paid;
 1:37:04—1:37:11 and I went to see an Eritrean lady in Kassala.
  

1:37:36—1:37:49
All of the problems that I faced in the country [Eritrea] might

still be facing other women as well. So it is good that the outside
world knows about what is going on in that country.

 1:37:51—1:38:01 Can you hide my face [in the video]?
 1:38:07—1:38:14 ..,2 or 3 would rape one at the same time…
 1:38:28—1:38:35 I was released after a month after payment was made…  
 1:38:35—1:38:40 I was told to go to the UNHCR camp, but the people there

seemed to be like the Rashaida that I had seen before.
  

1:38:48—1:38:56
I spoke to a TIgrinya-speaking lady and told her my story and
that I had a problem with my leg and asked her for help.  I told

her the name of the lady that I knew.
  

1:38:56—1:39:06
I gave her the lady’s phone number; I stayed the night with her
and the second one came the next morning – and she turned me

over to the Egyptian man.
 1:39:41—1:39:49 I went with the Egyptian to a place that I did not know and

stayed with him as a wife for seven months.
 1:39:55—1:40:03 Because I did not speak Arabic, he brought an Eritrean lady to

interpret.  Her name was Hadas.
 1:40:03—1:40:08 The lady interpreted and told me that I would be his wife.
 1:40:08—1:40:18 Then I told him that he was a priest that I already had 3 children

and could not be his wife.
 1:40:18—1:40:29 He just wanted to marry me and I said OK and asked him to take

me to Khartoum because there was a lady there that I knew.
   

  
1:40:29—1:40:39

So we went to Khartoum and to the lady’s house.  He told her
that I would be his wife and that I would stay with her for 15

days, and he left.
 1:40:39—1:40:43 I told her my story and she helped me to escape back to Kassala.
 1:41:22—1:41:29 So, when she heard my story, she connected me with some

people and I went to Kassala with them, and got shelter in a
church.

 1:41:29—1:41:36 The church people asked the person if he knew me, and he said
no, and they handed me over to UNHCR.



people and I went to Kassala with them, and got shelter in a
church.

 1:41:29—1:41:36 The church people asked the person if he knew me, and he said
no, and they handed me over to UNHCR.

  
1:41:36—1:41:48

The UNHCR understood that the Egyptian man was threatening
me – they heard what he said on the phone to – and they put me

in a safe place away from him.
 1:42:26—1:42:35 After that they understood my health problem, they put me in a

hospital and I got treatment for a month.
  

1:42:35—1:42:42
After a month I was discharged and placed in a safe house. Then
UNHCR came and interviewed me.  They told me that Canada

accepted me [for resettlement].
 1:42:42—1:42:48 Then UNHCR took me to the Canadian embassy and I was

interviewed there.
 1:42:48—1:42:55 After that, the refugees wanted to have a committee and I was

elected to be a committee member.
  

1:42:55—1:43:05
Then some visitors came to the camp and asked some questions
and I told them everything I knew including that there were even

9-year olds being raped.
  

1:43:05—1:43:13
In the meeting I told them both mother & daughter are being

raped at the same time; and asked why are they simply watching
and not taking action.

 1:43:13—1:43:18 Then after the visitors left, the Sudanese authorities arrested me.
 1:44:06—1:44:20 And then again I had to face a lot of problems from the

authorities. There was a person named Mussa whom I begged for
a solution.

 1:44:20—1:44:25 Instead of a solution, they took me to the intelligence office.
 1:44:25—1:44:41 They asked me why I had to say all of those things about the

Rashaida and the other things she spoke about openly.
 1:44:41—1:44:51 I said to them that we were told to speak out the truth, and

nobody told us what not to say to the visitors.
  

1:44:51—1:45:03
Then they took me to jail for a month. They poured cold water

on me and made me go sit under the sun, but I resisted because I
had tonsillitis.  

 1:45:03—1:45:09 When I told them that I had tonsillitis, they said “you are talking
to us about tonsillitis while we want you to die!”

  
1:46:05—1:46:24

Then one day when I was in the safe house, two intelligence
agents came and one said “let’s take her now” and the other said,

“that’s OK, we’ll come back and take her tomorrow morning”
and they left.

I then escaped from the safe house.
 
 
 

  

  
 

1:46:27—1:46:50

When I escaped I went to a place where there is a river near
Shagreb [refugee camp] that people use to take boats to

Khartoum. I met a man named Ali.  I told my story and asked if
he has a wife and daughter.  He said yes. I asked if he would hide

me in his house; and if not, I would jump into the river.
  

1:46:50—1:47:01
He said OK and took me to his house.  He gave me a lot of

advice,  and after three days he sent me with some people who
were going to Khartoum.

 1:47:28—1:47:36 We were 31 heading to Khartoum, and we went to a place called
 Al Hajer. Then some people came and captured us.

 1:47:36—1:47:41 They took us to a place called Shareb.
 1:47:58—1:48:02 Out of the 31 captured, the 31st was a 5 year-old kid.  
  And 6 were women, and rest were men. All of us had to stay in



 1:47:36—1:47:41 They took us to a place called Shareb.
 1:47:58—1:48:02 Out of the 31 captured, the 31st was a 5 year-old kid.  
  

1:48:05—1:48:17
And 6 were women, and rest were men. All of us had to stay in
one room. The captors were touching our breasts and other parts

of our bodies.
  

1:48:19—1:48:37
We were all in one room, the women were in two beds while the
men slept on the floor. They were telling the men to sleep while

they were touching our bodies.
  

 
1:48:57—1:49:16

We were then taken to a place called Al Gedarif and all were
taken to the refugee camp except seven of us. And out of the
seven, five were taken to the police station while a boy called

Adil and I were taken to the intelligence office, telling us that we
were needed by higher officials.

 1:49:28—1:49:41 [repeats the above; adds that Adil was about 19 years old]
 1:49:53—1:50:01 Finally, Adil and I escaped from the intelligence office, but were

caught in Al Gedarif at 3 AM.
 1:50:01—1:50:09 We were beaten in Al Gedarif after we were caught.
 1:50:09—1:50:17 Then they took us to a place called Atbarah. They kept him there,

and took me to another place called Abu Hamad.
 1:50:17—1:50:28 In Abu Hamad, I faced many problems again.
 1:50:28—1:50:38 Two Ethiopians and an Eritrean were informed about me and

they forced me to go to their home.  They had a laundry business.
 1:50:42—1:50:46 They took me and they were raping me.
  

1:51:08—1:51:29
I informed someone that what happened to me and that I could

hardly walk and was bleeding a lot and he informed Dr. Algonish
about my condition.

  
1:51:29—1:51:42

When Dr. Algonish was informed, she told the person who
informed her that no matter what the cost, to take me for medical

treatment so they sent a car and took me to Khartoum.
  

 
1:52:08—1:52:39

When I got to Khartoum, Dr. Algonish first wanted me to go to
Ethiopia but when she learned about my condition, she sent some

money and paid for my medical treatment. Then when I
recovered from the bleeding and foul odor from my private area,

Dr. Algonish sent me and another family to the Ethiopian
embassy where we got our travel documents and went to

Ethiopia.
   
 1:52:39—1:52:52 Dr. Algonish sent the money for the family of seven and myself.

We were all victims of similar circumstances.
 1:53:21—1:53:38 We had to travel through Gondar and Metema and finally reached

Enda Abaguna [refugee transit camp], where we were
interviewed. .

  
1:54:03—1:54:16

I think the people here had been informed about us by Dr.
Algonish and they gave us good reception. I asked the one guy if

he was John because John had spoken to us before.
 1:54:30—1:54:36 After four years, I am now united with my children.
 1:54:36—1:54:42 [Inaudible]
 1:54:51—1:54:59 After all of this, I have a small job and with that I am raising my

kids.
 1:55:11—1:55:33 Finally, I saw that they rape women, and even men using them as

women – this should be reported in as many ways as possible.
 1:55:45—1:55:47 The family who came with us had this kind of mistreatment.
 1:56:14 Thank You.
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